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from that blue bench [where the cabinet sits during the
sessions of the Cortes], and in all of them there has always
been a threatening note. Very well, Casares Quiroga, I con-
sider myself notified of Your Honour's threats. Your
Honour has made me responsible not only for my own
acts, but passively also for any results which may arise
from them. Casares Quiroga, I repeat, my shoulders are
broad. I gladly accept all the responsibilities that may arise
from my own acts, and any other responsibilities, if they
are for the good of my country and for the glory of Spain.
More you cannot ask of me. I say what St. Dominic of
Silos answered to a Castilian king, *My lord, you can take
my life, but you can do no more/ And I prefer to die
gloriously than to live in dishonour."
His party, the "Renovacion Espanola," after accusing the
government withdrew from parliament. On the 16th of July
Gil Robles delivered a speech in which he laid on the
government of Casares Quiroga the moral responsibility of
patronizing a policy of violence that gave support to the
assassins.
"Every day," he declared, "on the part of the majority in
parliament, on the part of newspapers inspired by you, there
are scares and threats5 threats to destroy your adversaries in
order to carry out a policy of extermination. You are prac-
tising it daily. Men are being killed, wounded, insulteds
intimidated, fined, and attacked. . . . This period of our
history will be recorded as the most shameful period of
any regime, any system of government, any nation/"
And later he added these words, in which the leader of
the Ceda expressed his disillusionment and lack of confi-
dence in the idea that Spanish politics could be developed
through legal channels and be directed by civilized rules:
"We came into this Cortes, though there were many
voices which told us there was no place for us here, in order